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· Will be departing from written notes

· Quoted from Ron Nowlan’s article in the latest SCSA newsletter: “High-risk students are the ones in greatest need of a supportive relationship with their teachers.”

· It isn’t just about the curriculum, it isn’t just about the assessment, it’s about that relationship piece.

· There is no doubt that I absolutely value the philosophy of community education

· To establish an authentic and respectful connection between student, family and community

· We talk about preparing the child for learning. On the other end, what are we doing to prepare the school for the child?

· We are not all the same, nor can our educational environments be all the same

· Want to ensure equitable outcomes, must have high expectations for all students

· Can’t accept that lesser goals are okay

· Increased focus on student achievement is our number one priority, and eliminating the First Nations gap.

· But we understand that many classrooms have a wide diversity of students.

· Public sector renewal, changes at the Ministry have caused angst and concern about ‘what does this mean?’

· There is no longer a community education branch

· We deconstructed some of the structure we had

· It’s logical, it makes sense

· The structure was not horizontal enough, not interdisciplinary enough

· We recognize that in the past that approach made sense

· In the past, you needed a concentration of attention in certain areas

· Now we honestly believe that you must bring the pieces more collectively together

· It’s not good to have particular schools hived off as community schools 

· There will be no more designations

· Supports for Learning will now provide leadership on community education

· This model will incorporate the principles and practices of community education

· But it must be about all students, not just students who happen not to succeed 

· We will be integrating, not reducing, our focus

· Regarding strategic restructuring, community education includes programs to support a diverse population, with recognition of the needs of First Nations-Metis education.

· First Nations-Metis education is a high priority for our government

· Brenda from Saskatoon Public is to be seconded to the Ministry to ensure First Nations-Metis perspective is brought to the table (Brenda Green) 

· The expectation is to eliminate the gap; it is not smoke and mirrors

· There has been significant staff turn-over among First Nations-Metis staff at the Ministry

· New staff are soon to be announced

· Also, the focus is on early childhood education

· The Ministry wants assessment data down to the individual student level

· Implementation of the changes will be based on the potential to benefit ​all (emphasis stressed) students

· It is as much about the high-achieving students, not only the challenged students

· It’s about breaking down silos

· The Ministry has put too much time into curriculum development at the expense of student achievement

· Regarding the new funding model, it is in the process of final refinement

· It will be part of the 2012-2013 budget to be delivered in March

· The model is poised for implementation

· We will be meeting with individual divisions to prepare for transition

· Supports for Learning is a key embedded factor

· Through Supports for Learning, resources will be allocated to divisions instead of through the community school model

· There will be no line item that will identify community schools or community education

· That funding does exist, but through Supports for Learning

· This was arrived at through broad-based consultation 

· The school divisions are to gain autonomy to make decisions based on what makes sense to them

· It will be up to school divisions to make decisions through their regular budget process

Q. What will be the SCC role? 

A.  The SCC’s are a critical group. They are relatively new to the province. 

Q. What will now be the accountability lever for parents to employ, regarding community school expenditures? 

A.  As a Ministry, we will pay much closer attention to accountability for student achievement. 

· Also want school divisions to return accountability to us

· We will pay attention to how expenditures are being made

· We are thinking about accountability. 

Q. What will each division get? 

A. Funding will be distributed according to factors based on profiles of student populations. More details will follow.

Ron Nowlan – Powerpoint on Supports for Learning 

· The focus is on the Response to Intervention model

· The bottom line is “we work for all students”

· Supports for Learning includes:

· Learning resources

· Community supports

· Assessment

· Community education

· Integrated practices (E.A.’s, etc.)

· There is a problem of disengagement among students

· In small groups today, you are invited to consider: What does the supports for learning infrastructure look like at your school? What does it look like at the division level?

· Curriculum renewal will be focused on place-based learning

