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Board survey – Open­ended question analysis 
 
Q. Please add any comments or information that you would like the Board and 
administration to consider.  
 
Groupings 
Options: Responses where a specific location or action are recommended  
General preferences: Preferences stated without reference to a specific 
option/action 
Concerns: Items of concern to community members  
Intentions: Statements of personal plans in event of closure/relocation  
 
Grouping: Options 
 Category  Frequency 
Repair and remain open to June 2015  21 
Renovate for use beyond 2015  9 
Gain second opinion & renovation estimates   8 
If new construction (no preference stated), current site  4 
New build (rebuild)  4 
All to Victoria Campus  3 
French to Victoria (English unspecified)  2 
Massey  2 
Wilfred Walker  2 
French to Victoria, English to Davin  2 
Athabasca  1 
All to Dieppe  1 
Pre‐K to Victoria Campus  1 
French attendance area review  1 
Insufficient information to choose  1 
Phased in project with portables, no relocation  1 
Parental choice with transportation support  1 
 
Grouping: General preferences (no reference to specific option choice)  
Category  Frequency 
Neglect/poor planning   12 
Insufficient options  7 
Transportation time  7 
Impact on community  5 
Not listening to community / lack of input  6 
Impact on children  5 
Conflict of interest/bias in planning  4 
Impact on enrolment / potential for school closure  4 
Family financial / housing impact  4 
Heritage retention  4 
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Daycare access  3 
French Immersion access  3 
Safety/capacity at proposed relocation sites  2 
Access to before and after school programs  2 
Cost to system of relocation  2 
Impact on other schools / capacity  3 
Community school support  1 
 
Grouping: Intentions 
Category  Frequency 
Davin  2 
Withdraw from Connaught, attend other school (not 
specified) 

1 

St Pius  1 
Lakeview  1 
Catholic system (school not specified)  1 
Withdraw from Wise Owl  1 
 
 
Full Text With Coding 
Groupings 
Options: Responses where a specific location or action are recommended  
General preferences: Preferences stated without reference to a specific option/action 
Concerns: Items of concern to community members  
Intentions: Statements of personal plans in event of closure/relocation  
 
French to Victoria Campus and English to Davin (Davin has English program in this area, so you 
can start French in Victoria campus) 

- French to Vic, English to Davin 
 

If the school board must close Con naught our family would appreciate if the students could be 
relocated in the cathedral community. Our children enjoy walking to school and eating lunch at 
home and we would like that to continue. 

- Cathedral Area 
- Walkability 
- Lunch at home 

 
We have now waited over 3 years as people have debated Connaught school. I love heritage 
buildings(we restored our heritage home) but since the city has let the school fall apart then, 
please, at least build a new school on the same grounds so cathedral community can continue to 
grow. Soon. 
 

- Poor planning / neglect 
- If new, on current site 

 
We would prefer keeping the school open for 2014/15. When the time comes for relocation, we 
would prefer the entire school going to Victoria Campus. We would also prefer the new school to 
be built at the same location as the old one. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
- All to Vic campus 
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- If new, on current site  
 
I cannot answer question 5 because I don't prefer any of those options. The option you failed to 
put on is getting a second opinion of Ecole Connaught and remaining in the school as long as 
possible. That is the option I want. I don't want to send my children to Wascana. I don't feel that 
neighbourhood is safe especially after what was said at the meeting at Ecole Connaught gym. 

- Insufficient options 
- 2nd opinion  
- Occupancy beyond 2015  
- Safety concerns at relocation site 

 
We don't consider any of the relocation options presented above as suitable. We strongly urge 
the School Board to request the necessary emergent funding to allow repairs to be made to the 
school to keep it open until at least June 2015. We also strongly urge the School Board to 
reconsider its decision to not allow an independent group of experts into the school to do a 
thorough assessment of its condition. The two recent engineering reports, from companies who 
have a vested interest in building new schools, give conflicting information. An independent 
survey should be done, using experts who understand the construction and maintenance of old 
buildings. 

- Insufficient options 
- Repair, open to 2015 
- 2nd opinion 
- Conflict of interest 
- Heritage retention  

 
The French Immersion students at Connaught, no matter what grade, should be given the choice 
of integrating with Ecole Massey or Ecole Wilfrid Walker and transportation provided. 

- Massey 
- Wilfred Walker 

 
The overwhelming majority of Connaught families wish to have their students remain in the 
school until June 2015. We would appreciate you abiding by our wishes. If you trust the 
engineer's report that the school is unsafe, you must also trust that it can be made safe with 
improvements. You cannot have the argument both ways. This is a complete DISASTER. I hope 
you will take into serious consideration the wishes of your students and their families. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
- Poor planning  

 
My daughter currently goes to school with my godsone, who is going into grade 6, and my oldest 
friend's son, with whom she will be in grade one next year. I would like to keep them together. 

- Students together  
 
I live in the Cathedral area and I pay my taxes to the Public School Board. I do not like any of the 
options you present. The School Board made its decision in a vacuum. There was no real 
community consultation. Below are my preferred options: 1) Spend $20,000 and keep Connaught 
open until June 2015. 2) In the meantime, make plans to renovate Connaught so it can serve the 
Cathedral community and the City of Regina for another 100 years. 

- Insufficient options 
- Lack of input  
- Repair, open to 2015 
- Renovate, long term occupancy  

 
My preference would be that you begin construction as soon as possible. If you choose to keep 
the school open until June 2015 it seems you are only delaying the inevitable. 

- New construction  
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If the school board decides to rebuild Con naught is there any way that the rebuild could be done 
in stages so that portables and sections of the school could be used during planned phases of 
construction and as sections of the school are finished, they could move in. (planned 
construction/phases rather than waiting 3 years for the building to be completed). 

- Phased in project with portables  
 
My most preferred option is for the Regina Public School Divsion & board to consider an actual 
viable alternative. All of these options are terrible in terms of location, community, and peoples 
lives! Put in 20,000- buy some time and come up with an actual alternative that meets the needs 
of the school community. Keep this school together: don't merge it with a complex school like 
Wascana (connaughts student population has enough challenges), don't split it all up----Do what 
needs to be done and get it together. I am so shocked by these so called "OPTIONS." 

- Insufficient options 
- Students together 
- Impact on community 
- Impact on families 
- Impact on children 
- Transportation time 
- Repair, open to 2015  

 
I am very dissatisfied with the options the school board has provided to us as options. Wascana 
was closed for a reason (not just low enrollment). To bus my child across the city for French 
Immersion will add a substantial amount of time onto her school day. I do not feel the school 
board has put sufficient effort into accommodating the families of Connaught regarding this 
situation. 

- Insufficient options 
- Transportation time 
- Neglect / Poor planning  

 
Our child attends Wise Owl and if they move to any of the above locations, we will no longer be 
able to attend due to the logistics of our family life. It will be extremely difficult to find alternate 
arrangements in the time line given to us. It will also be devastating for my child. 

- Withdraw from Wise Owl 
- Impact on children 
- Neglect / poor planning (lack of time)  

 
Pre-k to Victoria campus 

- Pre-K to Vic 
 
Please revisit the immersion attendance boundaries after a new school is built. There is no 
reason why kids who live near the creek should be bussed to Massey when they can walk or bike 
to Connaught within ten minutes. If you move the children out of the neighbourhood, before and 
after school programs will need to be provided. Many people currently have private arrangements 
for pickup,inlucing having grandparents pick up kids. Many parents will not be able to make 
arrangements should the school move outside of the community. 

- Review French attendance boundaries 
- Transportation access  

 
I dont support the proposal to relocate/displace the students of Victoria campus to accomodate 
(with one bathroom, no gym) the urgency of another student population. It seems a double edged 
sword of problems. 

- Impact on other schools / capacity  
 
For me, Option 1 is to complete the needed work on Connaught to allow a minimum of one year 
more for the children to attend. If you consider according to your own research, that bussing costs 
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approximately $1000.00 per student per year, at an estimated $200,000.00 per year for 200 
Connaught students (as about a third are out of the catchment area), you would be saving over 
$160,000.00 for the 2014/15 school year by investing approximately $40,000.00 in repairs. This 
would allow a reasonable timeframe for families to make future decisions about their children's 
education. It would allow the school board time to find out if the provincial government will fund a 
new school, and hopefully it would allow the school board enough time to get a second opinion on 
the state of the school, by an expert in heritage sites, and not by an engineering firm who benefits 
by getting rebuild contracts (i.e JC Kenyon Engineering firm who was the engineer for the Arcola 
School rebuild ... can anyone say "conflict of interest"?). The second option I would consider, that 
I see you did not present and not sure why, would be for the English kids to go to Davin (as you 
suggested in Option B) and the French kids to go to Victoria Campus (which you didn't suggest 
for French but did for English in Option A, and based on your presentation today indicated that 
both have the same population and classroom needs). This option which unfortunately will split 
the school, at least allows for all the children to remain in the school district. Otherwise, my other 
consideration will be the Separate School Board. My mother wishes to thank the Regina Public 
School Board, You have done in less than 1 month what she was unable to nag me to do in 25 
years ..... and that is considering a return to the Catholic Church. 

- Repair, open to June 2015 
- 2nd opinion  
- Conflict of interest 
- Insufficient options 
- French to Vic, English to Davin 
- Cathedral Area 
- Unspecified Catholic school  

 
Our school is the centre of our community and is a critical component to our having chosen this 
community to make our home. The lack of foresight in the mismanagement of this facility is 
appalling, as is the difficulty we will have selling our property in the future as it is no longer in 
close proximity to an elementary school. It is critical that this facility be replaced. 
Keep the school. There should be NO OTHER OPTION! 

- Impact on family housing / finances  
- Impact on community 
- Poor planning 
- Renovate / Long term occupancy  
- Insufficient options 

 
Please rethink your proposal/support of closing this June 2014. Please put in the $20,000 and do 
the repairs. Please give our families one more year in our school. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
 
Would like to know how often the engineers come into school to survey the foundation? 

- Question only  
 
The re-locating options are each and every one terrible. Fix the school's foundation over the 
summer that isn't impossible. The loss of community and enrollment won't be reparable in a year 
from now or more. There is no other public school that offers French Immersion anywhere nearby 
(except Massey, which is packed already). 

- Insufficient options 
- Major renovation – foundation repair (long term)  
- Impact on enrolment  
- Access to French Immersion 
- Impact on other schools / capacity 

 
Move the whole school and daycare to Dieppe and add portables to accommodate all classes 
and Wise Owl. 

- All to Dieppe 
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Please consider bussing the students who attend Con naught School who are not far outside of 
the Connaught catchment area if you move the English Program outside of the Cathedral Area. 

- Transportation access 
 

We were looking to buy a house in the Cathedral Area within the next couple of months. The 
decision to close Con naught School makes our decision a more difficult one. 

- Impact on family / housing  
 

It is pretty obvious that the school board has a significant problem with capital allocations for 
facility maintenance as this kind of situation always seems to arise. A string of bad decisions like 
allowing funds to Davin repairs instead of a more centrally located Connaught, closing 
Athabasca, and not maintaining Connaught (and not properly planning for its closure) 
demonstrate a systemic problem or incompetence. The board and the gov needs to do the right 
thing and keep Connaught open while a new school is built. Your bad decisions have affected my 
families lives negatively without any accountability. 

- Poor planning 
- Repair, occupancy beyond 2015 (until new)  
- Impact on family 

 
Being a grade 7 student from 2014 means I won't be able to finish at Connaught. I want to be 
able to start and fin ish my gr 8 year at Connaught. I have been at Connaught since gr.3 (French) 
and have grown very attached to my school, teachers, and my friends. 

- Impact on children  
 
I believe the board of education, the city and the province should be completely ashamed for 
letting this beautiful heritage building fall to ruins. This disruption falls completely on their 
shoulders and it is shameful!! 

- Heritage retention 
- Poor planning  
 

Would you send your kid on the bus for over an hour (because it will take that long) to fulfil t hese 
options? How do you imagine there will be a school community left in three years time to fill a 
new school? 

- Transportation time 
- Impact on enrolment / potential closure 

 
I would be willing to take my child out of French to attend Davin School which is close to our 
home. 

- Davin  
 

In my family’s case, Massey would be ideal. It is within walking distance of one parent's home but 
the other is in the Connaught area. A guarantee of transportation would make our decision easy 
for temporary or permanent relocation. (Currently RPS will not provide transportation from both 
locations to any French program). 

- Massey 
- Transportation access  
- French Immersion access  

 
Please consider the detrimental effect that this will have on an entire community. Families need to 
be given more than a few months notice. Schools are the heart of our communities. 

- Impact on community 
- Poor planning (more time needed)  

 
Unlike others in this communitee, I am not attacted to the physical aspect of the school, but I am 
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attached to the schools communitee. We moved to this area for this school and would love to see 
it rebuilt in the same location. Connaught students need to stay in the Cathedral area, I can't 
imagine sending my children on the bus out of the communitee and have to ride the bus for an 
extended amount oftime. 

- Impact on community 
- Rebuild – same location  
- Cathedral Area  
- Transportation time  

 
The change of location of school and possible different teachers can effect children that have 
learning disabilities. What is being done to help these childrens. 

- Impact on children 
 

 
Please be mindful of Wise Owl School Age Care- parents drop their chi ldren off@ Wise Owl 
early in the morning and pick them up after work. It would be least disruptive to bus the kids from 
Wise Owl (if it remains in Cathedral) to their school location and bus them back to Wise Owl after 
school. 

- Access to daycare 
- Transportation access 
 

FIX the Beam!! 
- Major renovation (long term occupancy implied)  

 
We are moving to a new house in the spring so my child likely will not return to Connaught in the 
fall. 

- Withdraw from Connaught  
 
I would like to express my concern that Con naught School may be closed this year due to the 
need for repair to the stairs. 

- Repair (open to 2015 implied)  
 
I urge you to have these minor repairs done and to take the opportunity being offered by the Save 
Our Connaught group to have additional reviews done of the building structure so that a detailed 
cost estimate may be provided for renovation/restoration in addition to that already done for a 
new build. I feel it is imperative that a thoughtful, well-grounded decision be made regarding the 
school considering it is of the castle school architecture. Such buildings are irreplaceable and it 
would be a shame to discard this one without a review by those having specific heritage building 
expertise. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
- 2nd opinion 
- Heritage retention 

 
My child is currently in French and goes to wise owl. The plan has always been for him to go to 
Lakeview with his brother on the bus once in Grade 1. His brother used to go to Athabasca so 
school closures is something we are used to. Jake is one less child you have to worry about! I'm 
sorry that you have to go through all of this. I feel for you and the staff. 

- Lakeview  
 
I would love to see Connaught rebuilt. I and my children have lived in this area for seven years 
and have grown to love it here plus all my children's friends are in Cathedral. Ultimately through 
relocating the students to locations nearby (with Cathedral) would be the best option. I would not 
mind them being bused also. Within walking distance or being bused would be my two best 
options for my children. 

- Rebuild / new   
- In Cathedral 
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- Walking or busing, no preference  
 
I would really like this school board to take more time and consideration of the entire school 
district dynamic before quickly closing our city schools. I really believe you have been negligent in 
your duties. It was a mistake to close Athabasca in 2011 and now we have a crisis situation that 
could have easily been averted. 

- Poor planning 
 
The Cathedral area is a very special place with a lot of good people and children. I know that a lot 
of kids (including my own) walk to school. It's a real shame to take that away from them and put 
them on a bus. It takes away from the community and then feeling a part of it. 

- Walkability  
- Transportation time  
- Impact on community 
- Cathedral Area  

 
I would like to know the public school board bus vicinity to see if Kayne could get picked 
up from our new area to go to the new school. 

- Transportation access  
 
We don't consider any of the relocation options present above as suitable. We strongly urge the 
School Board to request the necessary emergent funding to allow repairs to be made to the 
school to keep it open until at least June 2015. We also strongly urge the School Board to 
reconsider its decision to not allow an independent group of experts into the school to do a 
thorough assessment of its conditions. The two recent engineering reports, from companies who 
have a vested interest in building new schools, give conflicting information. An independent 
survey should be done, using experts who understand the construction and maintenance of old 
buildings. 

- Insufficient options 
- Repair to 2015  
- 2nd opinion  
- Conflict of interest  
- Heritage retention 

 
I cannot answer question 5 because I don't prefer any of those options. The option you failed to 
put on is getting a second opinion of Ecole Connaught and remaining in the school as long as 
possible. That is the option I want. I don't want to send my children to Wascana. I don't feel that 
neighborhood is safe especially after what was said at the meeting at Ecole Connaught gym. 

- Insufficient options 
- 2nd opinion 
- Occupancy beyond 2015 
- Safety of relocation site  

 
 
We would prefer keeping the school open for 2014/15. When the time comes for relocations, we 
would prefer the entire school going to Victoria Campus. We would also prefer the new school to 
be built at the same location as the old one. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
- All to Vic 
- If new school, on same site  

 

We have now waited over 3 years as people have debated Connaught school. I love heritage 
buildings (we restored our heritage home) but since the city has let the school fall apart then, 
please, at least build a new school on the same grounds so cathedral community can continue to 
grow. Soon. 
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- Neglect / poor planning 
- If new school, on same site  

 
 
The French Immersion students at Connaught, no matter what grade, should be given the choice 
of integrating with Ecole Massey or Ecole Wilfrid Walker and transportation provided. 

- Massey 
- Wilfred Walker  

 
I live in the Cathedral area and I pay my taxes to the Public School Board. I do not like any ofthe 
options you present. The School Board made its decision in a vacuum. There was no real 
community consultation. Below are my preferred options: 
1) Spends $20,000 and keep Connaught open until June 2015. 
2) In the meantime, make plans to renovate Connaught so it can serve the Cathedral community 
and the City of Regina for another 100 years. 

- Insufficient options 
- Repair, open to 2015 
- Renovate for long term occupancy  

 
Keep Con naught open until 2015- allow families to organize & plan for their children in a timely 
manner. While totally stressed over this situation people don't & can't make the best decisions for 
their family. 

- Repair, open to 2015 
- Poor planning – lack of time  
 

I would like the RSB to consider the wishes ofthe parents and community and agree to the 
$20000 worth of repair and reconsider opting with more than one engineering report. 
We need a year to figure out the best options for the entire school. Our school population needs 
to be kept in our neighbourhood. The inner-city area needs our French-Immersion program. The 
Board is elected to work for the community -I think they have forgotten that. You should not 
require someone to sign this survey. Collecting email addresses should only be done on a 
separate sheet. 

- Repair to 2015 
- 2nd opinion 
- Cathedral Area 
- Access to FI 
- Lack of input  

 
Due to the clsoing of Con naught I would like my kids to have a choice as to what school they 
attend and that transportation be provided. Regardless what area we are located in. 

- Parental choice with transportation support  
 

Please rebuild Connaught School in the Cathedral Area preferably in the location it is right now.  
- Rebuild, same site  
 

For the time being, we will most likely switch school boards and send our child to St. Pius X. 
- St Pius  
 

We use the daycare "Wise Owl" facility currently located inside the school and would prefer to 
keep these arrangements. We do not want to travel a long distances in order to go to school and 
to use the daycare on a daily basis. 

- Transportation time  
- Access to daycare  

 
As a family who's life is foucused around the school in our neighboorhood we are very fearful 
there will not be a school built in this community once its closed. 
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- Impact on enrolment, potential school closure   
 
I noticed that Victoria Campus is being considered as a spot for the relocated English students 
from Connaught. Is there a reason why it would not work for the French students and Pre-K? 
What would it take for it to be considered as an option? Especially since Davin is also being 
considered for the English students and is only 5 blocks away. 

- French to Vic  
 
Athabasca school was listed somehow as a possible option on your Feb 24/14 presentation. I 
think just a parent suggest understand that Regina Public Schools does not own this property 
anymore and that the new owners are leased with their newly acquired property that they have 
found to be in excellent condition. If there was a way to negotiate a way back into that school, all 
problems solved. I doubt the new owners would have any interest in that. That was part of some 
ten year plan, at the same time Connaught was 99 years old and completely done for. Only 2 
~years ago? Children, cost and community all took a hit on that move. You have a difficult job, we 
all have made mistakes in our work life, the one made with these two schools was monumental. 
Take the time you need and work with others so you don't make more. You need to go about this 
differently from past closures, concidering the mistake noted above and the very poor emergency 
options available at this time. Thank you  

- Athabasca (if possible)  
- Poor planning  

 
First of all, thanks for the work you and your team have done to respond quickly and 
communicate with families as news items on Connaught's building issues have been coming out, 
and also for trying to be inclusive of our preferences. 

- Information only  
 
My husband and I were trying to fill out the Survey Monkey survey; however, we were finding it 
quite difficult due to some missing information that we are hoping you can help fill in. 
1. Not knowing whether the rebuild has been approved, and especially on site/ in the 
neighbourhood makes us nervous to choose any of the options. It's one thing to choose a 
temporary relocation preference, but if this were to turn into a permanent situation, our choices 
could be radically different. 
2. I am certain that we share a goa I to keep all of the kids safe, so while we regret that the 
building has gotten to a point where it cannot be extended long term, we understand that it is 
important to consider the best alternatives. However, if it is true that the cost of busing is 
approximately $400,000 dollars more than the $25,000 that would be required to temporarily fix 
the school* , we don't understand why the approach has been to look at immediate alternatives. 
Never mind the costs involved, moving the kids to other locations right away seems like it could 
incur a political risk, i.e. that the new locations are acceptable so the rebuild is no longer 
necessary. 
3. The most important aspect to our family is having our French-immersion student (Kindergarten 
this year) daughter continue to receive her education within the neighbourhood. When looking at 
the proposed options, it seems that Victoria Campus is missing from the chart comparing school 
options, but yet included in one of the proposals for the English program students. So a) we 
would like some more information on that school's potential capacity and b) we would like you to 
consider putting the * French* program students there, seeing as there are other English 
programs in the neighbourhood already but not French. 
4. Finally, we are concerned about the validity of the responses you will be getting from other 
parents on this, without some of these crucial pieces of information. We would urge you to not put 
too much weight on this preliminary survey due to its incompleteness, and/or be careful how the 
data you gather will be used by other invested parties to support their own potential agendas. 
tf you can please reply at your earliest convenience, we would really appreciate it, because we 
would still like to fill out the survey and have our voices heard. We just need some of these 
questions answered first to be able to do so accurately. 

- Insufficient information to choose options 
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- Repair, open to 2015  
- Impact on enrolment / potential closure  
- FI access 
- Cost to system  
- French to Vic 

 
Many families such as mine access Wise Owl Daycare. I am a single parent and a nurse which 
means my day begins at 7 AM until 7:30PM. t require this care full-time for both my kids and 
cannot function without it. The possibility of finding alternative care at this point is slim to none. So 
what then? I have had to quit my position in the past when I lost childcare, I cannot be in that 
position again. Giving 5months to find care/another school is inadequate and irresponsible of the 
board. 

- access to daycare 
- impact on family / finances  
- poor planning 
 

 
I would like the RBE board and admin to consider the 30,000.00 fix up as stated by Kenyon 
Engineering so we can stay in the school to June 2015 at a minimum. 

- repair, open to June 2015  
 

Fix the school for the 20,000 and then use the year to actually get other opinions regarding 
renovation. KEEP THE SCHOOL. 

- repair, open to June 2015 
- 2nd opinion  
- long term occupancy  
 

Consider that we, the parents of the former Athabasca School student body asked the Board to 
pass a motion to keep the school building accessible for future use. We were not listened to. We 
are hopeful that the Board will at least listen now as the Con naught School parents ask for at 
least one more year at Connaught. 

- Poor planning 
- Lack of input 
- Repair to June 2015  

 
I just got both my children finally settled together. I would really like them to stay together. 

Our only concern is transportation for our child to and from school as our child care provider does 
not drive. 

- Students together 
- Transportation access  

 
We do not want our child on a bus for hours a day and plan to drive her- right now we are 5 
minutes away but that will change if they relocate the children out of the a rea- before and after 
school program wll be needed. 

- Transportation time  
- Access to before and after school programs  

 
My children are in French Immersion but we live in the Davin catchement. If Connaught closes 1 
will put hem in English and send them to Davin- unless a French option in Cathedral area exists. 
Walking to chool is most important. My children should go to school in the community where we 
live. 

- Davin 
- Walkability 
- Cathedral Area  
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Fix Connaught in the summer of 2014. Put the money wasted on crappy school buses to fix the 
stairs and keep Connaught open for at least 1 more year. 

- Repair, open to 2015  
 

This survey is not akin to the referendum recently held in Crimea. It doesn't present a meaningful 
list of real options from which parents can make a real choice. This process is undemocratic, 
underhanded and paternalistic. 

- Lack of input  
 

The community session at Con naught lapsed into a bit of negativity, but I hope the Board took 
away from the discussion that many in the community feel that this whole process has been 
mismanaged. And yes, this may be too obvious to even note. The announcement of the 
engineer's recommendation and focus on child safety-however honest and well intended-seemed 
a bit self-serving given the Board's past campaigns to close the school. 

- Bias / conflict  
- Poor planning  

 
Our preference would be for the whole school to attend Victoria Campus using portables to add 
the requisite space. 

- All to Vic  
 
see above 

- Unknown, reference to prior question  
 

I would prefer to keep the school community together in the cathedral community. 
- Cathedral Area  

 
Sad ... l am, my children are. This is the only childcare and elementary my 10 year old knows. 
She grew up here. We hoped she would graduate here like her 3 older siblings have. We have a 
soon to be 4 and 5 year old starting this fall also, hopefully. This is not easy for any of us and I 
find myself explaining and encouraging my children daily that everything will be ok no matter what 
happens ... change is inevitable .. something we tried so hard to prevent only to have that choice 
taken from us and decided for us ... we have to put my girl--10 years old-- by herself-- into an 
entirely different school...she was never' the new kid' .. that hurts .. 

- Impact on children 
- Lack of input  

 
Provide the bracing necessary for the school to remain open another year. 

- Repair, open to June 2015  
 

I am not supportive of any options which split up the school population -two options that are not 
on the list and should be and my first two preferences are: pay the $20,000 to make repairs so we 
have an additional year to figure things out; and, second preferred option is that all the school 
population be kept together in a location within the community 

- insufficient options 
- repair, open to 2015  
- students together 
- Cathedral Area  

 
Keeping the kids IN cathedral should be a priority. 

- Cathedral Area  
 
I believe that the board has made several bad and short-sighted decisions regarding Con naught 
school. Until they admit this, and look at their decision making model, they will continue to make 
bad and shortsighted decisions. There is a lot of anger in the community and a distrust of the 
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school board. This is a problem that needs to be genuinely addressed. There is a sense in the 
community that the consultations and surveys are only being done for show and that the 
decisions have already been made. We don't feel that the school board is sincere in asking for 
input. 

- Poor planning 
- Lack of input  

 
The Cathedral neighbourhood is a vibrant community with many families with young children, 
many of which have enrolled children in French immersion. Having a French immersion school 
centrally located would benefit many in the city, not only in Cathedral, but those from Winnipeg to 
Pasqua street and from 4th Avenue to 25th Avenue. French immersion schools in both Public and 
Separate systems are already hitting full+ capacity. Having a community school has been a great 
asset to the Cathedral and neighbouring areas, likely due to the extraordinary administration at 
Connaught and the parent involvement. 

- Access to FI 
- Impact on other schools 
- Access to community school programming  

 
French to Victoria Campus and English to Davin (Davin has English program in this area, so you 
can startFrench in Victoria campus) 

- Repeated response – see page 1 
 
If the school board must close Con naught our family would appreciate if the students could be 
relocated in the cathedral community. Our children enjoy walking to school and eating lunch at 
home and we would like that to continue. 

- Repeated response – see page 1  
 

 


